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FALL  2018  NEWSLETTER
Dear Colleagues,

Another new beginning awaits us this fall – 
new students and old, new friends and long-
time friends. (I’ve learned to refrain from des-
ignating my friends as “old” !) 

As our rather tropical August is now past, we 
can look forward to fresh fall weather, as well 
as a fresh new year of events, as detailed in 
the Calendar of Events and on our website. I 
must give mention to our exemplary webmas-
ter, Peter Dzialo. Please check our website 
hartfordchaptercsmta.org. 

We have a variety of programs lined up for 
you and your students! As always, we will kick 
off the year with our Welcome Back Potluck 
Brunch in October. All members, new and old, 
are invited to attend our brunch where we will 
have an opportunity to meet members and 
discuss our programs and activities for the 
year. Bring a little something to share and note 
that this event is free of charge. I hope to see 
all of you there!

We have four scheduled Member Programs 
on our calendar for this year: 

• LECTURE-RECITAL given by Irma Vallecillo 
on Schumann’s Scenes from Childhood 

• HONORS LEVEL PIANO MASTER CLASS, 
with Fabio Witkowski 

• MEMBER SHARE, given at the home of 
Anne Lee, where teachers can share their 
different piano techniques with one another 

• BOOKCLUB discussion on Richard Chro-
nister’s A Piano Teacher’s Legacy, held at 
the home of Suzan Korman.

You can find the details for all these programs 
in this newsletter. I hope you will join me in at-
tending these programs!

As for Students Events, we have scheduled 
the following:

• Three Youth Recitals, including the popular 
Animal-Themed Recital

•  Two Adult Student Recitals
•  Young Composers Day
• Spring Festival (featuring the Romantic Period)
•  MAP
•  Select Students Piano Competition
•  Audrey Thayer Piano Competition

If you’ve been toying with the idea of entering 
a student event or attending a member pro-
gram that is new to you, don’t hesitate! Again, 
you can find the details about these events in 
this newsletter, or CHECK THE WEBSITE!  I 
hope you will take the opportunity to register 
your students for these wonderful events. 

Please remember to pay your dues by Sep-
tember 30, so you and  your students can par-
ticipate in all of our wonderful programs. Have 
I mentioned that we’d love you to VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE at www.hartfordchaptercsmta.org  
regularly for information and updates on our 
programs and events. I hope you have a won-
derful teaching year! 

Warmly,
Maryjane Peluso, President, Hartford Chapter 
CSMTA

http://hartfordchaptercsmta.org
http://www.hartfordchaptercsmta.org
http://hartfordchaptercsmta.org
http://www.hartfordchaptercsmta.org
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2018-2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
SEPTEMBER
29  Lecture-Recital with Irma Vallecillo - Shawn’s Piano Showroom, West Hartford

OCTOBER
12 Welcome Back Brunch - Lucy Robbins Welles Library, Newington
27 First Youth Recital (Animal-Themed) - Simsbury Public Library

NOVEMBER
10 Second Youth Recital - Flagg Road Church, West Hartford

DECEMBER
7 First Adult Student Recital - Shawn’s Piano, West Hartford

JANUARY
16 Member Share - Home of Anne Lee, West Hartford
27 Third Youth Recital - Flagg Road Church, West Hartford

FEBRUARY
16 Piano Masterclass with Fabio Witkowski - The Hotchkiss School, Lakeville
24 Young Composers Day - South Church, Middletown

MARCH
16 MAP - Asylum Hill Congregational Church, Hartford
23 Spring Festival - Asylum Hill Congregational Church, Hartford

APRIL
22 Book Club - Home of Suzan Korman, Glastonbury

MAY
4 Audrey Thayer Piano Competition - First Church of Christ, Congregational, Farmington
11 Select Students Piano Competition - First Church of Christ, Congregational, Farmington
18 Audrey Thayer Winners Recital - Flagg Road United Church of Christ, West Hartford
25 Select Students Winners Recital - Flagg Road United Church of Christ, West Hartford

JUNE
7 Second Adult Student Recital - Shawn’s Piano, West Hartford

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Maryjane Peluso, President
MaryAnn Ganz, 1st Vice President (Membership)
Houry Schmeizl, 2nd Vice President (Member Programs)
Carolyn Halsted, Treasurer
Julie Knerr, Recording Secretary
Stacy Cahoon, Corresponding Secretary
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WELCOME BACK BRUNCH (POTLUCK)

Our Welcome Back Brunch will be held on Friday, October 12, 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM, 
at the Lucy Robbins Welles Library, 95 Cedar Street, Newington, CT. 

It will be a great way to meet members who have a bundle of knowledge about all 
our programs, and a great time to share experiences and stories.

If you are a new member, we would love to meet you!

Please RSVP by October 5 to Anne Lee: alyej@comcast.net
(It is a potluck, so please feel free to bring a dish to share or not.)

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Thank you to all members who have renewed their membership and paid dues for 
2018-2019. 

To avail yourself of all Hartford Chapter programs, member dues must be paid to 
MTNA by September 30, 2018. There is no grace period. 

You should have received the Membership Dues Form from MTNA in the spring. To 
renew your membership  online, go to the MTNA website www.mtma.org. You will 
need a user name and password to enter the website. A single payment renews all 
three memberships: MTNA, CSMTA, and Hartford Chapter for 2018-2019.

You may also mail your check to MTNA, 1 West 4th St. Ste 1550, Cincinnati, Ohio 
45208. Those who apply  for new membership to this organization after September 
30 may participate in our events.  If membership to the organization is dropped, 
reapplication must be submitted in MTNA.

mailto:alyej@comcast.net
http://www.mtma.org
mailto:alyej@comcast.net
http://www.mtma.org
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Piano Performance and Lecture-Recital with Irma Vallecillo
Saturday, September 29, 2:00 PM 

Shawn’s Piano Showroom, 221 Newfield Avenue, West Hartford

The class will center around the Schumann Kinderszenen, Op. 15. We will discuss Schumann’s 
style including voicing, dynamics, tempo and technical issues. Pianist Irma Vallecillo will demon-
strate by performing the Scenes.

Pianist Irma Vallecillo has appeared in concert with some of the most distinguished artists of this 
century, including Yo Yo Ma, Benny Goodman, Richard Stoltzman, Julius Baker, David Shifrin, 
Nathaniel Rosen, Bethany Beardslee, and Benita Valente. She has performed across the U.S., 
Europe, and Japan at such halls and festivals as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, Ravinia 
Festival, Hollywood Bowl, Casals Festival, Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, Chamber 
Music Northwest, Schleswig-Holstein Festival, and Aspen Music Festival. She has appeared as 
soloist with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Louisville Orchestra, Utah Symphony, and Casals 
Festival Orchestra, among others. 

Vallecillo’s extensive repertoire spans every style from baroque to contemporary. She has pre-
miered more than 30 works. B.S., The Juilliard School; M.M., University of Southern California. 
Her past teachers include  Adele Marcus, Angelica von Sauer, and Joanna Graudan. She has 
recorded on RCA, Louisville Orchestra, Moss Music, Delos, Desmar, Orion, Laurel, Avanti, Al-
bany, Cambria. She is former faculty of the New England Conservatory, UConn, Hartt School, 
UCLA, Aspen Music Festival, Vassar College. Former artistic director of the Irving S. Gilmore 
Keyboard Festival and the piano and chamber music programs of the Pacific Music Festival in 
Sapporo, Japan. 

For questions and RSVP, please contact Houry Schmeizl at hourys7564@comcast.net. 

Member Share — LET’S TALK TECHNIQUE!
Wednesday, January 16, 10:30 AM

Home of Anne Lee, West Hartford

Members share their experience and knowledge about how, when and why to introduce specific piano 
technique. Members are encouraged to demonstrate, ask questions, and bring favorite technique materi-
als to share with colleagues. 

Honors Level Piano Master Class with Fabio Witkowski
Saturday, February 16, 2:00 PM (snow date TBA)

The Hotchkiss School, 11 Interlaken Road, Lakeville 
Fabio Witkowski is the chair of the Summer Piano Concert series at Hotchkiss. As both Chair of The 
Hotchkiss School Music Department and an accomplished professional pianist, Fabio’s commitment to 
developing musical students of all levels while simultaneously challenging exceptional musicians to con-
tinue to grow as artists and performers has made Hotchkiss a leader in attracting exceptional musicians 
and teachers.

mailto:hourys7564@comcast.net
mailto:hourys7564@comcast.net
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PIANO MASTER CLASS, continued
A native of Brazil, Witkowski began his piano career at the age of six. Since then, he has been perform-
ing extensively throughout the world. Mr. Witkowski has given solo recitals in the Czech Republic, 
Brazil, Italy, China, Germany, Switzerland, Spain, Boston, Hartford, Chicago, New York and Washing-
ton, DC. He has also appeared as a soloist with the Santo Andre Symphony Orchestra, Orquestra L’E-
stro Armonico, the Hartt Symphony Orchestra, the Hartford Symphony Orchestra, the São Bernardo 
Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Paulista Symphony Orchestra. In Brazil, he received the first prize at 
the renowned Villa-Lobos Piano Competition, as well as the Lorenzo Fernandez Piano Competition. He 
has been awarded the first prize at the Connecticut State Music Teachers Association’s Young Artist 
Piano Concerto Competition, and received third prize, as well as an award for the best Stravinsky per-
formance, in the Ibla Grand Prize International Piano Competition, in Italy.

He has performed at the Tanglewood Institute, the Liszt and Wagner International Festival, in Italy, the 
Prague International Piano Festival, Festival de Musica de Girona, in Spain, and the Liszt Festival, in 
Rio de Janeiro. For the past four years he has been a guest artist and piano faculty at the Amalfi Coast 
Music Festival in Italy, having shared the stage with renowned pianists such as Bobby Roux, Ian Rob-
son, Luiz de Moura Castro and Paul Badura-Skoda. He appeared in chamber recitals with the Grammy-
Award winning Emerson String Quartet, the Fine Arts Quartet, the Adaskin Trio, and with Mr. Robert 
deMaine, principal cellist of the Detroit Symphony.

For specific questions relating to repertoire requirements, student level, and any further details, please 
do not hesitate to contact Houry Schmeizl at hourys7564@comcast.net.. If you have a student who 
would like to participate please email Houry. Decisions about which students will be chosen to partici-
pate will be made in December and teachrs will be notified.

Member Book Club: The Piano Teacher’s Legacy, by Richard Chronister
Monday April 22, 10:00 AM

Home of Suzan Korman, Glastonbury, CT
Richard Chronister was one of the pedagogy greats of his time. During the last forty years of the 20th 
century, he was a driving force for better piano teaching and better training of piano teachers. His influ-
ence reached from large universities to small independent studios, and his name was linked with both 
the most basic principles and the most recent research. His accomplishments were legendary. He 
started the first university degree program in piano pedagogy, served on six different faculties, and de-
veloped a new piano method. He was co-founder of the National Conference on Keyboard Pedagogy 
and the founder and editor of Keyboard Companion magazine. All his professional life he asked search-
ing questions, such as: How can I build on children's innate love of music? How can I teach so that my 
students keep learning, practicing and making music? How can I teach my students to become inde-
pendent learners? What can I apply to my teaching from discoveries of the past and of my own time? 
How can I become an acute observer of what my students are doing? And of what teachers whom I ob-
serve are doing? And of what I am doing as a teacher? This compendium contains Chronister's best 
answers to these questions and many more. They come from his articles, addresses and lectures. 
Whether speaking or writing, his style is always lucid, informal and engaging. He never pretends to 
have the final answer, and invited his audience to consider his advice and reach their own conclusions. 
This book deserves a place in the library of every serious piano teacher!
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YOUTH RECITALS

This year we will sponsor three Youth Recitals for the Hartford Chapter teachers and stu-
dents. Our first recital, the Animal Themed Youth Recital, will be held at the Simsbury Li-
brary on Saturday October 27 (please note the time is 3:00 PM, and please see and use the 
attached registration form in this Newsletter). This recital is for all ages and the only require-
ment is that the title of the piece will include something about the natural world of animals. A 
link is included for a suggested repertoire list.

The second Youth Recital will be held on November 10 from 1:00 to 4:00 PM at the Flagg 
Road Church in West Hartford. (please see the attached registration Form in this newsletter). 

The third Youth Recital will be held Sunday, January 27, at the Flagg Road Church in West 
Hartford. (please see the attached registration form in this newsletter). 

Please make sure that you read the Youth Recital Guidelines and observe all deadline dates 
for each of the concerts. 

We are looking forward to hearing your students perform! 
Youth Recital Committee

Houry Schmeizl, Julie Knerr, and Stacy Cahoon

ADULT STUDENT RECITALS

Our Adult Student recitals will take place at Shawn’s Piano in West Hartford. The first one will 
be December 7 at 7:00 PM, and the second will be June 7 at 7:00 PM. Please encourage all 
your adult students to enjoy participating in these supportive events! 
For more information, contact Bruce David Smith at bdsmith2005@sbcglobal.net. 

YOUNG COMPOSERS DAY

Young Composers Day will take place February 24, 2:00 PM, at South Church in Middletown. 

Pre-college students of any age, level, or instrument, of teachers in any chapter, may partici-
pate in this Hartford Chapter event. Handwritten manuscripts must be in the student's own 
handwriting, and be legible and easy to photocopy. Computer-printed music must have 1” 
margins. Please orient the pages vertically. In deciding whether to have your student write by 
hand or print on computer, please choose the method that will provide the best learning expe-
rience. All compositions will be included in this year's composition booklet, Opus 28. 

Look for the registration form in the Winter Newsletter. For more information, contact Carolyn 
Halsted at: chalsted@wesleyan.edu.

mailto:bdsmith2005@sbcglobal.net
mailto:chalsted@wesleyan.edu
mailto:bdsmith2005@sbcglobal.net
mailto:chalsted@wesleyan.edu
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GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR ALL STUDENT PROGRAMS 
The following general guidelines apply to all Hartford Chapter CSMTA youth and adult student 
programs and events. Teachers are expected to comply with these general guidelines, and 
with each program’s specific requirements. In order to assure fairness, exceptions may not be 
made. 

• Hartford Chapter student programs are open only to students of chapter members, ex-
cept for Young Composers Day, which is open to students of all CSMTA members. 

• The teacher’s current year dues must be paid no later than September 30. However, 
new members who join Hartford Chapter for the first time after September 30 may par-
ticipate in all student events. 

• The teacher is required to collect fees from students and to mail registrations together 
with one check for the total amount, payable to Hartford Chapter CSMTA. Checks re-
ceived from persons other than the teacher will not be accepted. 

• Registrations mailed after the postmark deadline will not be accepted. 
• Teachers must volunteer to help with events for which they register students. 
• Teachers, parents, and students may not communicate with judges of adjudicated 

events at any time. 
• Decisions of judges are final.

Thanks and appreciation to all chairs, committees, and teachers whose effort and generous 
support make possible the success of Hartford Chapter’s many fine student events.  

General Rules for all Youth Recitals 
• The General Guidelines For All Student Programs apply to Youth Recitals. Students of 

any level of ability may perform. 
• Instrumentalists (any instrument), vocalists and small ensembles are all welcome to 

perform. 
• Participating students should have some previous experience as performers. Stu- 

dents should be trained in proper stage decorum: when and how to walk on and off the 
stage, how to bow and acknowledge applause, and what to do in case of memory 
lapses. 

• Each teacher may only enter six students per date. Each student is limited to five min-
utes or less of music (one long piece or two short pieces). 

• The recital chairperson determines the program from the information provided on the 
entry form, and he or she will notify the teachers at least one week prior to the event. 
Teachers are then responsible for informing their students. 

• Music in original form is preferable to arrangements. 
• All music to be performed must be memorized (excepting ensemble music). 
• Appropriate concert dress is expected (no jeans, sneakers, shorts, or uniforms). 
• No flash photography is allowed during the concert. Phones must be silenced or  

turned off during the recital. 
• Teachers should remind parents and students that all attendees are expected to  

stay until the end of each program. No program will last longer than 90 minutes. 
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YOUTH RECITAL #1 REGISTRATION 
ANIMAL THEMED 

Saturday, Oct. 27, 2018 • 3:00 p.m. 
Simsbury Public Library 

Registration postmark deadline: October 13, 2018 

• Teachers: Please send one check payable to Hartford Chapter CSMTA (non refundable) 
for all your students ($8.00 for each performer) and Registration Forms to:  

• Julie Knerr, 60 Wilton Rd. Windsor, CT 06095 

• Students may play 1 or 2 pieces. Pieces that include an animal theme or title are eligible 
to be performed on this recital.  

• Consult the emailed list of Animal Pieces for ideas, but any animal themed piece is fine! 
• All levels and ages of students are welcome. 

Student Name___________________________________________________  
Current Grade___________ Age______ 
Address_______________________________________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Instrument_________________________________ 
Length of study___________________________ 

1. Composition__________________________________________________________ 
Composer_____________________________________________________________ 
Time_________________________________ 

2. Composition_________________________________________________________ 
Composer____________________________________________________________ 
Time_________________________________ 

REQUIRED SIGNATURES 
Teacher signature________________________________ 
Print name___________________________ 
Teacher email_____________________________________________________________ 

You will be notified approximately one week prior to the recital via email as to the time your 
student will play. Please make sure we have your most up to date email address. 

Photo Release Form 

I agree to allow photos of my child (name)___________________________ 
taken for this event to be used on the Hartford Chapter CSMTA website or Facebook. 
Yes (initial) ______________                   No (initial)______________ 
Parent’s printed Name________________________________________ 
Parent’s Signature_____________________________________      Date_____________
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SECOND YOUTH RECITAL REGISTRATION   
Saturday, November 10, 2018 • 1:00-4:00 PM  

Recitals to begin at *2:00, 3:30 PM 
Flagg Road Church, West Hartford, CT Registration postmark deadline: October 13 

•  Teachers: Please send one check for all your students and forms ($8.00 for each performer, 
$12.00 for ensembles) to: Houry Schmeizl, 149 Bushy Hill Road, Simsbury, CT 06070

• Make your (one) check payable to Hartford Chapter CSMTA (non refundable).
• Time pieces with a stopwatch. List in order of performance. Be accurate and legible.
• Please see specific guidelines and rules for submissions to the Youth Recital

  
Important: Note that if there are duplications in the program, the selections will be put on SEPARATE 
programs** and parents MUST sign the Photo release form below. 

Student Name              

Current Grade    Age   Length of study      

Address              

Phone       Instrument        

1. Composition             

Composer              

Time      

2. Composition             

Composer              

Time      
*Preferred (not guaranteed) recital time: 2:00_____      3:30______ (2nd recital  if there are enough students) 

REQUIRED SIGNATURES 

Parent signature      print name       

Teacher signature     print name       

Teacher phone and/or email            
*Please check this form if you prefer an earlier or later recital time, but note your request is not guaranteed. 
Please photocopy this form for multiple students, observing postmark deadlines.  
You will be notified approximately one week prior to the recital via email as to the time your student will play. 
Please make sure we have your most up to date email address. 

Photo Release Form 
I agree to allow photos of my child (name)       taken for 

this event to be used on the Hartford Chapter CSMTA website or Facebook. 

Yes (initial) ______________                   No (initial)______________ 

Parent’s printed Name________________________________________ 

Parent’s Signature_____________________________________      Date_____________
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THIRD YOUTH RECITAL REGISTRATION   
Sunday, January 27, 2019 • 1:00-4:00 PM  

Recitals to begin at *2:00, 3:30 PM 
Flagg Road Church, West Hartford, CT Registration postmark deadline: January 7 

•  Teachers: Please send one check for all your students and forms ($8.00 for each performer, 
$12.00 for ensembles) to: Houry Schmeizl, 149 Bushy Hill Road, Simsbury, CT 06070

• Make your (one) check payable to Hartford Chapter CSMTA (non refundable).
• Time pieces with a stopwatch. List in order of performance. Be accurate and legible.
• Please see specific guidelines and rules for submissions to the Youth Recital

  
Important: Note that if there are duplications in the program, the selections will be put on SEPARATE 
programs** and parents MUST sign the Photo release form below. 

Student Name              

Current Grade    Age   Length of study      

Address              

Phone       Instrument        

1. Composition             

Composer              

Time      

2. Composition             

Composer              

Time      
*Preferred (not guaranteed) recital time: 2:00_____      3:30______ (2nd recital  if there are enough students) 

REQUIRED SIGNATURES 

Parent signature      print name       

Teacher signature     print name       

Teacher phone and/or email            
*Please check this form if you prefer an earlier or later recital time, but note your request is not guaranteed. 
Please photocopy this form for multiple students, observing postmark deadlines.  
You will be notified approximately one week prior to the recital via email as to the time your student will play. 
Please make sure we have your most up to date email address. 

Photo Release Form 
I agree to allow photos of my child (name)       taken for 

this event to be used on the Hartford Chapter CSMTA website or Facebook. 

Yes (initial) ______________                   No (initial)______________ 

Parent’s printed Name________________________________________ 

Parent’s Signature_____________________________________      Date_____________
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MUSICIANSHIP ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM (MAP)

Saturday, March 16, 2019

Asylum Hill Congregational Church, 814 Asylum Avenue, Hartford, CT

Registration Deadline: postmark by Saturday, January 26, 2019 
(PLEASE NOTE THE EARLIER DATE)

Mail your registration forms with payment (one check per studio only) to: 
  Suzan Korman, 100 Old Maids Lane, South Glastonbury CT 06073

MAP (Musicianship Achievement Program) is a guide to the study of music for the indepen-
dent teacher to use for private students in the pre-college years. This well-integrated, non-
competitive, state-wide program is designed to be flexible enough to serve the needs of all 
students without compromising high standards. The materials included at each of ten levels 
divide into the general areas of theory and performance. The written theory and aural aware-
ness exams are required. The performance exam, consisting of keyboard skills and playing 
of two or three memorized pieces for a qualified judge, is optional. Certificates are awarded 
to all successful participants, and performers receive written evaluations and a pin. There are 
no rules governing age and level of participation. Students who have participated successful-
ly for five years are awarded a plaque. (See Guidelines and Rules for more information.)

The student is made to feel proud of her/his accomplishments. The teacher has another or-
ganizing and motivating tool to use. The parents are able to follow their child's progress at 
first hand and in close detail. All teachers are urged to consider MAP as a part of every stu-
dent's course of study.

Students unable to register for the Hartford Chapter MAP may wish to participate at one of 
the other sites. Please see the CSMTA website (csmta.org) for dates, locations, registration 
deadlines, and local chairpersons. Use a separate registration form for each site.

All participating students must be registered through their teachers, who are required to col-
lect fees and send one check only for the total of their students' fees. Individual student regis-
trations are not accepted, and will be returned. Please use the 2019 registration form to reg-
ister students for MAP, which lists the current registration fees for each level. The registration 
form, program description, guidelines, rules, and the program materials order form are avail-
able at:  www.hartfordchaptercsmta.org. 

This program cannot run without its teachers, and all teachers are expected to assist on MAP 
day. Please indicate your preferred time (morning or afternoon) on the registration form. (A 
teacher registering students in two locations will need to volunteer in both locations.)

For more information contact the Hartford Chapter MAP chair: 
  Suzan Korman - (860) 657-8284, twinkiesue@hotmail.com 

http://csmta.org
http://www.hartfordchaptercsmta.org
mailto:twinkiesue@hotmail.com
http://csmta.org
http://www.hartfordchaptercsmta.org
mailto:twinkiesue@hotmail.com
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SPRING FESTIVAL 2019 - ROMANTIC PERIOD

Keep Saturday, March 23, 2019 open for our 2019 Spring Festival. We will be celebrating the 
Romantic Period of Music. Remember that duets and small ensemble groups are eligible to 
participate along with solo performances. We will again have our students’ artwork, reports 
gallery, and our festive “Parisian Cafe.”

There will be four judges this year, two per recital. Beautiful medals and certificates will be 
handed out to all participants.

Everyone is welcomed and encouraged to join in this very educational day which will be held 
at the Asylum Hill Congregational Church in Hartford.

Registration forms will be found in the Winter Newsletter and on our website hartfordchap-
tercsmta.org. 

Any questions, please contact MaryAnn Ganz at mganz40@yahoo.com or Marianne Virgie at 
mariannevirgie@gmail.com 

AUDREY THAYER PIANO COMPETITION

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the Hartford Chapter’s Audrey Thayer Competition.  
It is an event for our most talented students. It will be held on Saturday, May 4, 2019 at the 
First Church of Christ in Farmington, CT. The Winners Recital will be held on Saturday, May 
18, 2019 at Flagg Road Church in West Hartford.

Participants should save both dates. Registration forms can be found in the Winter News-
letter and also at www.hartfordchaptercsmta.org.

Any questions, please contact Marianne Virgie at mariannevirgie@gmail.com.

SELECT STUDENTS PIANO COMPETITION

The Select Students Piano Competition will take place Saturday, May 5, 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM, at 
First Church of Christ, 75 Main Street, Farmington. 

The Select Students Honors Recital will be on May 20, from 1:00 to 6:00 PM at Flagg Road 
United Church of Christ in West Hartford. 

The registration postmark deadline is March 24, 2019. Look for more details in the Winter 
Newsletter. 

http://hartfordchaptercsmta.org
http://hartfordchaptercsmta.org
mailto:mganz40@yahoo.com
mailto:mariannevirgie@gmail.com
http://www.hartfordchaptercsmta.org
mailto:mariannevirgie@gmail.com
http://hartfordchaptercsmta.org
http://hartfordchaptercsmta.org
mailto:mganz40@yahoo.com
mailto:mariannevirgie@gmail.com
http://www.hartfordchaptercsmta.org
mailto:mariannevirgie@gmail.com
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Audrey Thayer Piano Competition 
Guidelines And Registration

    40th Annual Competition - Saturday, May 4, 2019
The First Church of Christ, Congregational, 75 Main St., Farmington, CT

Winners’ Recital, Sunday, May 18, 2019
Flagg Road United Church of Christ, 134 Flagg Rd, West Hartford, CT

Registration deadline: Friday, March 22. 2019 (postmarked).
Teachers: Send one check in the teacher’s name for total registrations to:

Marianne Virgie, Audrey Thayer Chairperson, 15 Cobbler Way, Windsor, CT 06095
Check must be made out by the teacher.  Students should reimburse their teachers.
1.  Eligibility

a. Entrants must have studied with their teacher for at least 6 months prior to the competition.
b. Teacher must be a member of the Hartford Chapter, CSMTA; all dues paid by Oct. 1, 2018.
c. Students must be in Grades 3-12.
d. Students entered should be of honors caliber.
e. Students who place 1st, 2nd, and 3rd must commit to the resulting honor of performing in the 

Winners’ Recital or prize award will be forfeited.
f. Honorable Mention may be asked to perform in Winners’ Recital, if time allows.
g. All entrants must understand that special requests for scheduling will not be permitted.
h.  Teachers must be able to help on the day of the competition as needed.

2.  Registration Forms 
a. All entries must be postmarked by the above date - March 22, 2019.
b. Registration forms must be completely filled out by the teacher, signed by the parent, signed by the 
teacher, and submitted by the teacher in one package. Please include DETAILED information: ex.: “L. van 
Beethoven, Sonata in G Major, opus 49, No.2; I. Allegro ma non troppo”.  All information is mandatory, and 
must be correct to avoid disqualification. (Please, do not assume that the typist will know the information). 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.
c. Total of entry fees must be sent as ONE check with the registrations by the teacher, in the teacher’s name. 
Explanation of this procedure to parents is on the individual student registration form.
d. In addition to the registration form and fees, students are also required to submit proof of their school 
grade. This proof could be a letter from the school teacher or office, a copy of their report card,  or some 
other form of dated document that includes the child’s name and grade. 
e. If the student has a preference regarding the selection to be played at the Winners Recital (if chosen), the 
selection must be indicated by checking the box on the registration form. If nothing is checked, the student 
forfeits the opportunity to select.
f. Disqualifications. The following will cause a student to be disqualified from competition:

• Any form received postmarked past the published deadline.
• Any form not completely filled in.  There must be TWO copies of the judges’ forms
• Any form without the teacher and parent signatures 
• Any form sent without the required fee.
• Any form which is not the official registration form or photocopy of it.
• Any form not accompanied by the proof of student’s grade.

3.  Piano Repertoire  Requirements
a. All music must be in the original for the piano, not arrangements or simplifications.
b. All music is to be performed from memory.
c. Time limits will be strictly enforced. Overtime performances will be halted.
d. Times on entry form are expected to be accurate and determined by a stopwatch.
e. Eliminate repeats, especially in sonatinas and sonatas.
f. Musical periods will be Baroque, Classical, Romantic, Impressionistic, and Contemporary.
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g. Specific requirements by grade:
Grade Repertoire Time limit

3 2 contrasting pieces of different periods 4 minutes
4 2 contrasting pieces of different periods 5 minutes
5 2 contrasting pieces of different periods 7 minutes
6 2 contrasting pieces of different periods 8 minutes
7 2 contrasting pieces of different periods 10 minutes
8 2 contrasting pieces of different periods 10 minutes
9 2 contrasting pieces of different periods 11 minutes
10 2 contrasting pieces of different periods 15 minutes

Repertoire Requirements for grades 11 and 12:
      1. J. S. Bach: Prelude and Fugue from Well-Tempered Clavier, book I or II, 

2. Selection of your choice from the Classical Period
3. Selection of your choice from Romantic, Impressionistic, or Contemporary Periods.
• Time limit: 15-20 minutes.
• In case of a transitional composer such as Scriabin or Schubert, please use discretion in choosing con-

trasting pieces.
• One movement of a sonata or sonatina will count as one piece.

4.  Competition Guidelines
a. One copy of the music to be played must be supplied to the judges. No xeroxed copies are permitted un-
less accompanied by a letter of permission from the publisher. Acceptable computer-generated versions of 
pieces (PianoStreet.com, Carl Fisher CD, Musicalion ) will be accepted.
b. Number the measures to aid the judges in making specific comments about performance.
c. Bach’s Prelude and Fugue must be played in its entirety first by both 11th and 12th grade. With this ex-
ception, all students may select the order of performance the day of competition.
d. If there are fewer than five competitors at a grade level, two grades may be combined. 
e. There will be no refund of fees for withdrawing from competition for any reason.
f. Teachers will be advised of the schedule and must notify pupils of their assigned performance time. 
g. Teachers are responsible for supplying students with directions to both competition and Winners’Recital. 
h. The start and end times for the Competition will be based on number of entrants.  Flexibility from stu-
dents, families, and teachers is expected.
i. All participating teachers will be required to help out in some way on the day of competition. Any excep-
tions must notify chairperson at time of registration deadline in order to make other arrangements. Again, all 
teachers will be required to help out with the competition in order to have their students eligible to compete. 

5. Judges’ Sheets 
a. TWO judge’s sheet per competitor must be submitted along with the registration materials.
b. Choose the Judge’s sheet appropriate to the grade level.
c. The header must be filled out by the teacher. Please do NOT have students fill out forms.

6.  AWARDS (Paid for by donations to the Student Awards Fund and Hartford Chapter donation)
There will be 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and Honorable Mentions awarded for each group. The committee 
reserves the right to add or delete awards based on the number of entrants.

7.  Judges and Evaluations
a. Judges are experts in their field of music.
b. No one (teacher, performer, or parent) should approach the judges at any time before or during the com-
petition. Doing so will automatically disqualify the student. All comments or questions should be posed to 
the Audrey Thayer Chairperson.
c. Decisions of the judges will be final.

8.  Winners’ Recital
a. All competitors who receive an award must commit to the 

resulting honor of performing in the Winner’s Recital or prize/placement will be forfeited.
b. Please indicate on the registration form which piece the student wishes to perform.

9.  Suggestions 
     Please make all suggestions in writing addressed to the chairperson of the competition.


